MOLLY DANCING

Some account of the Molly has been given by Needham and Peck in JEFDSS 1933 and
Wortley and Papworth in EDS covering Girton and Camberton dances. The Molly was
vwidespread in inland mst Anglia although few traces of the dances have been
recovered.

The dancing used to centre on two opportunities,

1 Plough Monday. The team could consist of ploughmen dresesed as Molly Dancers, led
by a Lord and lady, who was a. man,perhaps with a rlough. It was said that it took
two good women to dress a Molly Dencer and a good deal of time would be taken up the
evening before in dressing up. The team would dance during the day and then dance in
the evening in the pubs without their costumes and,as desiredyincluding women in the
set,treating the dances as social dances.

2 The Village Feast. The pubs would open up the bars for dancing., Perhaps it would
be for the Benefit club and the club night consist of a supper and dance but it

was quite different from the Molly., The "Feast Dances” would be the same dances as for
the Molly but danced mixed. Only men did the Molly in living nemory.

Cecll Sharp saw the dancing near Littleport by Ely. 6 men with white shirts,ribbons,
sashes and box hats but no sticks or handkerchieves, dancing a "set jiet

Needham and Pack wrote of the dancing around Cambridge and around Ely as sepamate
groups.Around Cambridge at Girton,Histon,Comberton etc the team was 6 dancers,one
of whom was a Bessy or Molly,plus a musician and severel cadgers.They could carry
handkerchieves and vear a form of wide baldrick with many rossettes tut no bells,
At Girton the dances were, College Hornpipe, Birds a Building, Smash the Window,
Double Change 3ides, Gypsies in the Wood and Soldiers Joy.

Around Ely the best known because it lasted longest was Little Downham where the

4 dancers dressed in ribbons,flover decorated hats and danced couple dances.

At Haddenham it was said that broom stem dancing was done by the plough rarty and
elsewhere near Ely 4 or 6 handed reels were danced.

Cyril Papworth teaches the dances from Comberton. A btroom dance from members of his
own family and the Fesst dances, Gypsies in the Wood,Birds a Building, Up the Sides
and Down the Middle, a 6§ hand Reel, the College Hornpipe and We wont Go Home Ti11
Morning.He gives a consistent style for the dancing using a "Canbridzge Polka", a
123hop which is 3 small steps and a 1ift,bringing the free knee fairly high in front,
but being light on the ground. _

The attempt to present the old dances in their villages in the o0ld style has not
been very well received as they are about the least spectacular dances that can be
offered .Other revival attempts such as the Severn Champions have sought an altermative
solution going for heavy boots and and a heavy stamping step, slow deliberate
stepping and nom social dance interrrstations of common country dance figures such
as the swing. Some 'attempts such as Royal George have this style but broken away
from the Molly repertoire to something of their own that fits better.
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NOLLY DANCES
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GIRTON & HISTON - Canbridsc shire

tean:~ 6 duncers - onc of whom a Bessy or FMolly.
Fiddler or coanccrtina Playcr(perhaps with an uibrclla am)
Several collcctors or cadgsers,
iaybc up to I ~en drag;ing a plough & others crackiag whip

costuie:~carricd handis & worc a far- of baldrick -—widc viih “any
roscties - but no bolls. ‘hite shirts & tophats dccorcatcd.

COL"RGS HOHN,IFDT - tune -Sailor's Hornrpipe.

Hanés 6 ~ 7 slips clockuisce,?7 slips back.

Facc up & engage with varcnur,put.ing arms bobhind parin.rs backs
cast ofZ TO lcft & back to placy,wevin; handk in froe. hend.

Nos,1 & 4 swing; Naos 2 & 3 swing.

1l &2 lcad down iddle & back.

Firsc 2 cus.s ding & change places.

Repeat whole till reech »riginal vlaccs. ? ':.«rv‘.]le“',u

BIRDS a BUILDING -

Hos.1 & 2 cross over giving right hands,Nos.1 & 3,2 & 4 change
down thc s.des & so »m Go placcs. o
Nos 1 & 2 1leod down ‘iddlc = back.

Fir't two cus swing & chagse.
fipsat by NMos.1 & 2 fro- 2na rlacc,Carcy on till all back hoo.
SMASH W JTA00W

Nos.l 2 & 4 hands threc round & back.
los 1,2 & 3 -

172 lead @y iddle & back.

First 2 cus swin; & chanze cte.
DOUBLT CHAIGE SIDES

Hos 2 B 4 lecad bctween 1 & 3 & Fall back;Nos 1 & 3 lcad betwrcen
2 % 4 & fall back.
1l & 2 lead down iddle & back.

-

First 2 cus swing & change.
S cp throughout srdinary couatlry dancc step - no dsuble stecps or
capers. ) .

ap NT. ~hap . baee h{.t-.

Clcarly any duplc or trirle ~inor couatry decacc could be ircssed
into use.The costure suggests what FESTIVAL dress for »on could
bcza sinle or dsuble wide baldrick decorated with ros icstes &
carrying a handk.,over white shirt & dark trousers - as teis
Sces ©o he the standerd traditional c.re-cnial dross for the
Eng;lish.
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